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annual general endorsement, an ob-
server must successfully complete the
annual briefing, as specified by the Ob-
server Program. All briefing attend-
ance, performance, and conduct stand-
ards required by the Observer Program
must be met.

(iii) Deployment endorsements. Kach
observer who has completed an initial
deployment after certification or an-
nual briefing must receive a deploy-
ment endorsement to their -certifi-
cation prior to any subsequent deploy-
ments for the remainder of that year.
An observer may obtain a deployment
endorsement by successfully com-
pleting all pre-cruise briefing require-
ments. The type of briefing the ob-
server must attend and successfully
complete will be specified in writing by
the Observer Program during the ob-
server’s most recent debriefing.

(iv) Pacific whiting fishery endorse-
ments. A Pacific whiting fishery en-
dorsement is required for purposes of
performing observer duties aboard ves-
sels that process groundfish at sea in
the Pacific whiting fishery. A Pacific
whiting fishery endorsement to an ob-
server’s certification may be obtained
by meeting the following requirements:

(A) Be a prior NMFS-certified ob-
server in the groundfish fisheries off
Alaska or the Pacific Coast, unless an
individual with this qualification is not
available;

(B) Receive an evaluation by NMFS
for his or her most recent deployment
(if any) that indicated that the observ-
er’s performance met Observer Pro-
gram expectations for that deploy-
ment;

(C) Successfully complete a NMFS-
approved observer training and/or Pa-
cific whiting briefing as prescribed by
the Observer Program; and

(D) Comply with all of the other re-
quirements of this section.

(4) Standards of observer conduct—(i)
Standards of behavior. Observers must
avoid any behavior that could ad-
versely affect the confidence of the
public in the integrity of the Observer
Program or of the government, includ-
ing but not limited to the following:

(A) Observers must perform their as-
signed duties as described in the Ob-
server Manual or other written instruc-
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tions from the Observer Program Of-
fice.

(B) Observers must accurately record
their sampling data, write complete re-
ports, and report accurately any obser-
vations of suspected violations of regu-
lations relevant to conservation of ma-
rine resources or their environment.

(C) Observers must not disclose col-
lected data and observations made on
board the vessel or in the processing fa-
cility to any person except the owner
or operator of the observed vessel or
processing facility, an authorized offi-
cer, or NMF'S.

(D) Observers must refrain from en-
gaging in any illegal actions or any
other activities that would reflect neg-
atively on their image as professional
scientists, on other observers, or on the
Observer Program as a whole. This in-
cludes, but is not limited to:

(I) Violating the drug and alcohol
policy established by and available
from the Observer Program;

(2) Engaging in the use, possession,
or distribution of illegal drugs; or

(3) Engaging in physical sexual con-
tact with personnel of the vessel or
processing facility to which the ob-
server is assigned, or with any vessel or
processing plant personnel who may be
substantially affected by the perform-
ance or non-performance of the observ-
er’s official duties.

§660.17 Catch monitors and catch
monitor service providers. [Re-
served]

§660.18 Certification and decertifica-
tion procedures for observers, catch
monitors, catch monitor providers,
and observer providers.

(a) Observer certification official. The
Regional Administrator (or a designee)
will designate a NMF'S observer certifi-
cation official who will make decisions
for the Observer Program Office on
whether to issue or deny observer cer-
tification pursuant to the regulations
at §660.16(e), subpart C.

(b) Observer suspension and decertifica-
tion.

(1) Suspension and decertification re-
view official. The Regional Adminis-
trator (or a designee) will designate a
suspension and decertification review
official(s), who will have the authority
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